NORTHBROOK
and he now turned with pleasure to his former country
pursuits in England. On Gladstone's coming into office
in 1880 he resumed his political career, becoming First
Lord of the Admiralty with a seat in the Cabinet, where
he acted as the Government's principal adviser on Eastern
affairs. In this capacity he was largely responsible for the
despatch of General Gordon to the Sudan, and in 1884 he
went out to advise on Egyptian finance as High Commis-
sioner in Cairo, where his cousin, Evelyn Baring, was now
Consul-General. Northbrook's actions at this juncture
were not universally approved; and it was also suggested
that he had been too thrifty about the Navy.
Latterly he did not see eye to eye with his colleagues in
the Liberal Party, and on the Home Rule question coming
to the fore he gradually moved towards the Unionists,
though he refused office from both Gladstone and Salisbury.
His interests turned more and more to the country, where
he took a prominent part in local affairs; and in 1889 he
was made Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire. Fifteen years
later, on 15th November 1904, he died at Stratton and was
buried at Micheldever. His eldest and only surviving son
left no male issue; and on his death in 1929 the earldom
became extinct. The present peer is his great-nephew*
Northbrook was a Whig of the best tradition, a
thoroughly competent administrator with a rapid
mastery of complicated financial problems. In India he
was determined to govern for the benefit of the native
population, an aim in which he succeeded. A Fellow of the
Royal Society, with a wide knowledge of art, he belonged
to an exceptionally gifted family, four members of which
within th,e space of fifty-seven years had received peerages.
A man of high character, sound judgment, industrious and
impartial, Northbrook was never a great speaker or poli-
tician; he was a quiet, dignified and reserved country
gentleman who followed the old Whig tradition of capable
service to his country.
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